LETTER TO PARENTS / GUARDIANS 
(Please Sign and Return)

From Ms. Tracy Skinner – English I CP 
Dear Parents / Guardians,

Welcome to English I College Prep.  I am excited to have your student in class this semester, and I look forward to working with you as well. For a positive start, please review the policies of this class and the Ridge View English Department with your student and sign and return the teacher copy.

Overview—In this full-year English class you will be reading literature including short stories, memoirs, novels, plays and poetry written in different time periods and about different cultures. It is my hope that as you read and analyze the literature you will be clarifying your own beliefs and values. Class discussion is an integral part of our class, and I will do everything I can to make sure that all voices are heard in a supportive and encouraging environment.
In addition to our literature study, you will be writing a great deal, in many genres. I will encourage you to find your voice in expository, persuasive, and creative writing. You will have an opportunity to do some journal writing, where you can express yourself in a less formal way and keep a record of your growth and development during your freshman year. We will also apply ourselves to grammar study and vocabulary development.

Policies— (See attached for department policies and refer to your student handbook.)

Classroom procedures:

*Please come to class prepared and on time every day.

*I expect students to respect themselves, our class and the school by knowing and following the rules as set out in the student handbook. 

*Plagiarism Policy: Please see English Department Student Policies Handout.  Plagiarized work will result in a zero for that assignment and an administrative referral.  

*All students in Richland 2 will be held to the Academic Integrity Policy/Honor Pledge:
~On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this assignment.  I understand that any violation of the RSD2 honor code will result in academic and disciplinary action.

*If a student must be disciplined for breaking these rules, I will give the student a warning and allow the student to correct the behavior.  If the problem continues, I will call an administrator to remove the student from my classroom.  In most cases, problems are solved before an administrator is needed.

Materials—

· Notebook with paper (recommend: three-ring binder with a folder or pockets for handouts.)

· Pens (blue or black ink only), pencils, and highlighter

· Loose Leaf paper-college rule only

· Text books - The school provides each student with a copy of McDougal Littell Literature.  
· Novels - During the semester, we study three major works outside of the textbook, which the students will need to acquire:– Lord of the Flies by William Golding, A Gathering of Old Men by Ernest J. Gaines, and The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston. I will tell the students at least 3 weeks in advance of when they will be required to have a copy.  You may check the book out from our library, the public library, or you may buy your own copy. You are not mandated to buy your own copy of each novel, however, it may be a wise choice.
Scope & Sequence—

Vocabulary, grammar/usage, writing and poetry will be incorporated in all units.

Unit 1: Building a Literary Language -Short stories from the text book

Unit 2: Essential Human Nature- Lord of the Flies 

Unit 3: The Heroic Mythology- The Odyssey (From the textbook)
Unit 4: Love and Loyalty- Romeo and Juliet (From the textbook)

Unit 5: Rights and Responsibilities: A Gathering of Old Men
Unit 6: The Struggle for Self - The Woman Warrior  

Grades—

Nine Weeks Grades are done on a point system.  For example:

Homework / Classwork---------------------------10-20 points per assignment

Quizzes-----------------------------------------------30 points per quiz

Tests and Projects----------------------------------100 points per assignment

Extended Response and Timed Writings-------50 points per assignment

Formal Essays---------------------------------------100 points per paper
Article of the Week---------------------------------10 points per week = 90 points each nine weeks
*Over the course of the Nine Weeks, the student's can determine their grade by dividing total points earned by the total points possible.  

*On Fridays students will be allowed time to calculate and record grade averages in their agenda books.  In addition, interim reports will be given out every three weeks with report cards every nine weeks.  

*Homework assignments are posted on my webpage daily.  You can access my webpage directly by going here: http://www.rvh.richland2.org/~tskinner/
Final Semester Grade = 40%(1st Semester) + 40% (2nd Semester) + 20%(EOC-End of Course Exam) 

Tutoring—
Tutoring is available by appointment.  Blazer Academy (9th grade Academy) offers free tutoring every week.  A schedule of Blazer Academy’s tutoring schedule will be sent home within the first week of school.  

If you have questions, concerns, or compliments, please call me at 699.2999 (ext. 306) or send e-mail to tskinner@richland2.org.  I look forward to working with you and your student.

Thank you,

Ms. Skinner
__________________________________


__________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print) 



Student Name (please print)

__________________________________


__________________________________

Parent Signature





Student Signature
