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COMMON APPLICATION 

        Member Institutions 

NOTE: (Some of these Colleges and Universities may require you to submit their own application in addition 

   to the common app.)

1. Adelphi University

2. Agnes Scott College

3. Albertson College

4. Albion College

5. Albright College

6. Alfred University

7. Allegheny College

8. American University

9. Amherst College

10. Antioch College

11. Arcadia University

12. Assumption College

13. Atlantic, College of the

14. Austin College

15. Babson College

16. Baldwin-Wallace College

17. Bard College

18. Barnard College

19. Bates College

20. Belmont University

21. Beloit College

22. Bennington College

23. Bentley College

24. Bethany College

25. Binghamton University - SUNY

26. Birmingham-Southern College

27. Boston College

28. Boston University

29. Bowdoin College

30. Bradley University

31. Brandeis University

32. Bryant University

33. Bryn Mawr College

34. Bucknell University

35. Burlington College

36. Butler University

37. California Inst of Technology

38. California Lutheran University

39. Carleton College

40. Carnegie Mellon University

41. Carnegie Mellon Univ in Qatar

42. Case Western Reserve University

43. Catholic University of America

44. Cazenovia College

45. Centenary College

46. Centre College

47. Champlain College

48. Chatham College

49. Claremont McKenna College

50. Clark University

51. Clarkson University

52. Coe College

53. Colby College

54. Colby-Sawyer College

55. Colgate University

56. Colorado College

57. Concordia College – New York

58. Connecticut College

59. Converse College

60. Cornell College

61. Cornell University

62. Creighton University

63. Dallas, University of

64. Dartmouth College

65. Davidson College

66. Delaware, University of

67. Denison University

68. Denver, University of

69. DePauw University

70. Dickinson College

71. Doane College

72. Dominican University of Calif

73. Drew University

74. Drexel University

75. Duke University

76. Earlham College

77. Eckerd College

78. Elizabethtown College

79. Elmira College

80. Embry-Riddle Aeronautical U

81. Emmanuel College (MA)

82. Emory University

83. Eugene Lang College

84. Fairfield University

85. Findlay, University of

86. Fisk University

87. Florida Southern College

88. Fordham University

89. Franklin & Marshall College

90. Furman University

91. Geneseo College – SUNY

92. George Fox University

93. George Washington University

94. Gettysburg College

95. Gonzaga University

96. Goucher College

97. Green Mountain College

98. Grinnell College

99. Guilford College

100. Gustavus Adolphus College

101. Hamilton College

102. Hampden-Sydney College

103. Hampshire College

104. Hanover College

105. Hartwick College

106. Harvard College

107. Harvey Mudd College

108. Haverford College

109. Hendrix College

110. Hillsdale College

111. Hiram College

112. Hobart & William Smith Colleges

113. Hofstra University

114. Hollins University

115. Holy Cross, College of the

116. Illinois Wesleyan University

117. Iona College

118. Ithaca College

119. John Carroll University

120. Johns Hopkins University

121. Juniata College

122. Kalamazoo College

123. Kenyon College

124. Knox College

125. La Roche College

126. La Salle University

127. La Verne, University of

128. Lafayette College

129. Lake Forest College

130. Lawrence University

131. Lawrence Technological Univ

132. Le Moyne College

133. Lehigh University

134. Lesley College

135. Lewis & Clark College

136. Linfield College

137. Loyola College in Maryland

138. Loyola University New Orleans

139. Luther College

140. Macalester College

141. Maine, University of

142. Maine at Farmington, Univ of

143. Manhattan College

144. Manhattanville College

145. Marietta College

146. Marist College

147. Marlboro College

148. Marquette University

149. Mary Washington, Univ of

150. Massachusetts Amherst, U of

151. Mass Coll of Pharmacy & Health 

      Science

152. McDaniel College

153. Merrimack College

154. Miami, University of

155. Miami University (Ohio)

156. Middlebury College

157. Mills College

158. Millsaps College

159. Moravian College

160. Morehouse College

161. Mount Holyoke College

162. Mount Saint Vincent, Coll of

163. Muhlenberg College

164. Naropa University

165. Nazareth College

166. New College of Florida

167. New England College

168. New Hampshire, University of

169. New Jersey, The College of

170. New York University

171. Nichols College

172. Northeastern University

173. Northland College

174. Northwestern University

175. Notre Dame de Namur Univ

176. Notre Dame of Maryland, C of

177. Oberlin College

178. Occidental College

179. Oglethorpe University

180. Ohio Wesleyan University

181. Pace University

182. Pacific, University of the

183. Pennsylvania, University of

184. Pitzer College

185. Pomona College

186. Portland, University of

187. Presbyterian College

188. Prescott College

189. Princeton University

190. Providence College

191. Puget Sound, University of

192. Queens University of Charlotte

193. Randolph-Macon College

194. Randolph-Macon Woman's College

195. Redlands, University of

196. Reed College

197. Regis College

198. Regis University

199. Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

200. Rhodes College

201. Rice University

202. Richmond, University of

203. Rider University

204. Ripon College

205. Rochester Institute of Technology

206. Rochester, University of

207. Roger Williams University

208. Rollins College

209. Sacred Heart University

210. Saint Anselm College

211. St. Benedict, C of & St. John’s U

212. Saint Joseph’s College of Maine

213. Saint Joseph's University

214. St. Lawrence University

215. Saint Leo University

216. Saint Louis University

217. Saint Mary’s College (IN)

218. Saint Mary's College of Calif.

219. Saint Michael's College

220. St. Norbert College

221. St. Olaf College

222. Saint Peter’s College (NJ)

223. Saint Vincent College

224. Salem College (NC)

225. Salve Regina University

226. San Diego, University of

227. San Francisco, University of

228. Santa Clara University

229. Santa Fe, College of

230. Sarah Lawrence College

231. Scranton, University of

232. Scripps College

233. Seattle University

234. Seton Hall University

235. Seton Hill University

236. Sewanee (U of the South)

237. Siena College

238. Simmons College

239. Skidmore College

240. Smith College

241. Southern Maine, University of

242. Southern Methodist University

243. Southern New Hampshire U

244. Southwestern University

245. Spelman College

246. Spring Hill College

247. Stetson University

248. Stevens Institute of Technology

249. Stonehill College

250. Suffolk University

251. Susquehanna University

252. Swarthmore College

253. Sweet Briar College

254. Syracuse University

255. Tampa, University of

256. TCU (Texas Christian U.)

257. Transylvania University

258. Trinity College (CT)

259. Trinity University (TX)

260. Tufts University

261. Tulane University

262. Tulsa, University of

263. Union College (NY)

264. Ursinus College

265. Utica College

266. Valparaiso University

267. Vanderbilt University

268. Vassar College

269. Vermont, University of

270. Villanova University

271. Wabash College

272. Wagner College

273. Wake Forest University

274. Washington College

275. Washington University in St. 

         Louis

276. Washington & Jefferson College

277. Washington & Lee University

278. Webster University

279. Wellesley College

280. Wells College

281. Wesleyan University

282. Westminster College (MO)

283. Westminster College (PA)

284. Wheaton College (MA)

285. Wheelock College

286. Whitman College

287. Whittier College

288. Willamette University

289. William & Mary, The College of

290. William Jewell College

291. Williams College

292. Wilson College

293. Wittenberg University

294. Wofford College

295. Wooster, College of

296. WPI (Worcester Polytechnic 

         Inst)

297. Xavier University

298. Yale University

Strategies for Writing a Good College Essay

Some sage advice from admissions officers…


What Can Make an Essay Flop? 

"Remember, it's not an English paper," says Matthew Swanson, assistant director of admissions at Williams College. "It should be written in a voice that is your own, which means it can have its own syntax and structure and need not be something you would turn in as a paper in school. Use it as an opportunity to expand the admission officer's sense of who you are, rather than reiterate what has been seen in the application already."


Admissions Officers Find this Boring…

Amherst: Students playing the college application process too safely . . . it's refreshing to see a kid being him- or herself-you don't have to climb Mount Kenya . . . as long as it's sincere.

New College: It's pretty dreary to read an essay on a "hot topic" that does little more than restate the obvious arguments.

Wellesley: I don't want to see a laundry list of extracurricular activities-the information from the third page of the Common Application. It does not help to receive this list. Take one or two activities from this list and explain why they're important. Take that next step. Simply listing activities is not enough.

Williams: Essays that aren't very curious. Essays that rely too heavily on humor, particularly, puns and jokes I've heard before. Funny essays can be quite effective, but only if there's substance below the cleverness.

Yale: Superficiality. There are many students who, for whatever reason, do not go beyond the superficial. They'll tell us what they've been doing [and] keep it fact-based. But they don't get it to a reflective level.


Admissions Officers Hate to See… 

Middlebury: Individual admissions officers would respond differently to this, but we all seem to agree that any essay focusing on a boyfriend or girlfriend, no matter how well written, is a very poor choice. The use of profanity, even for "effect" may be viewed as reflecting poor judgment. We don't expect perfection when it comes to grammar, but careless mistakes, especially misspelled words, suggest that students may not be putting much effort into their applications.

Johns Hopkins: There are two things that I see regularly, two "lines" that are crossed. (1) Ideological issues are best left aside. An applicant who gets too much into specific political issues just might be thrusting these views on someone who disagrees, and then [the reader] has to work at remaining objective. We train our staff to take students on their own terms, but we're all human. I don't see why an applicant would test the waters. (2) Sometimes students come across as immature. Showing a sense of humor is great, but don't use humor in your college application that you wouldn't use with your parents!

Wellesley: Gratitude goes a long way and ingratitude falls flat. We're looking for maturity. Some students think that in order to stand out they need to shock us. We call it the Oprah effect. They shouldn't tell us everything. Overcoming adversity with grace is great, but sometimes telling of a horrific case leaves the committee hanging. Students should sift through their experiences and ask themselves whether the admissions committee needs to hear about this. We're looking for readiness to enter college and intellectual curiosity.
Prewriting

To begin, you must first collect and organize potential ideas for your essay's focus. Since all essay questions are attempts to learn about you, begin with YOU.

Brainstorm:
Take 15 minutes and make a list of your strengths and outstanding characteristics. Focus on strengths of personality, not things you've done. For example, you are responsible (not an "Eagle Scout") or committed (not "played basketball"). If you keep drifting toward events rather than characteristics, make a second list of the things you've done, places you've been, accomplishments you're proud of; use them for the activities section of your application. 

Create a "Self-Outline":
Now, next to each trait, list five or six pieces of evidence from your life -- things you've been or done -- that prove your point.

Find Patterns and Connections:
Look for patterns in the material you've brainstormed. Group similar ideas and events together. For example, does your passion for numbers show up in your performance in the state math competition and your summer job at the computer store? Was basketball about sports or about friendships? When else have you stuck with the hard work to be with people who matter to you?


Writing the Draft

There are three basic essay styles you should consider:

· Standard Essay
Take two or three points from your self-outline, give a paragraph to each, and make sure you provide plenty of evidence. Choose things not apparent from the rest of your application or "light up" some of the activities and experiences listed there. 

· Less-Is-More Essay
In this format, you focus on a single interesting point about yourself. It works well for brief essays of a paragraph or half a page. 

· Narrative Essay
A narrative essay tells a short and vivid story. Omit the introduction, write one or two narrative paragraphs that grab and engage the reader's attention, then explain what this little tale reveals about you. 

10 BAD ESSAY TOPICS

Here are 10 essay topics that students should avoid.  Some are simply bad topics that are inappropriate for a college application.  Others are extremely popular, common topics that make admissions officers eyes glaze over.  

1. The relationship with your girlfriend or boyfriend

2. Religious beliefs

3. Political views

4. Sex

5. How much you love yourself

6. The importance of a college education

7. Your SAT scores

8. Big ideas such as how to make the world’s nations live together in peace

9. “The Best Game of My Life” or another athletic incident written in glib style

10. Your trip abroad, unless truly noteworthy

Common Application Personal Statement

Personal Essay 

This personal statement helps us become acquainted with you in ways different from courses, grades, test scores, and other objective data. It will demonstrate your ability to organize thoughts and express yourself. We are looking for an essay that will help us know you better as a person and as a student. Please write an 

essay (250–500 words) on a topic of your choice or on one of the options listed below. Please indicate your topic by checking the appropriate box below. 

1. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

2. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

3. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.

5. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.

6. Topic of your choice.  (You may want to run this by me, or another adult, before you start writing.)

The "Discuss a Significant Event"
Admission Essay

	
	What They are Looking for in this Application Essay Question

The admission committee wants to know what makes you a unique individual. Here are the 2 principal things that will be carefully scrutinized in this question:

1. Your creativity in selecting an event

2. The insight your provide in describing what happened

Essay Topic Creativity and Selection of a Significant Event

Spend some time thinking about the different events that you have experienced over your life. You have some latitude with:

1. Describing what happened to you or what you made happen 

2. How long you decide to follow this event 

             With some careful planning these 2 characteristics can help you differentiate your significant event            essay from the other applicants.

The Insight from Your Essay

The key here is to show off your analytical skills and, by demonstrating key insight into the causes and effects of your significant event, favorably impress the college with your ability to contribute to a lively campus community. While we want to clearly state that there is no hard and fast recipe for a successful essay (that would surely stifle the key creativity ingredient, wouldn't it?) the best ones often illustrate how what at first glance may appear to be a relatively routine and insignificant moment has actually had a profound impact on your life. 

One Last Note

Proceed with caution if you choose to write about topics such as world peace, September 11, and racial harmony. These have been written many times and, unless they are specifically tied back to you and what makes you unique you will run the risk of appearing insincere and cliché. Once again, recall what we said about giving the admissions committee something different to read.


 

The "Tell Us About Your Favorite 
Extracurricular Activity" Admission Essay

	.
	What They are Looking for in this Application Essay Question

The admissions committee wants to admit students who will be active in the community and care about things outside of themselves. The 3 primary things they will be looking for in these admission essays are:

1. The extracurricular activity that you selected

2. The reasons you selected this extracurricular activity

3. How this activity has shaped your development and/or outlook

The Extracurricular Activity You Select

Think hard about the different activities you care about. The goal is to paint a picture to the admissions office about what makes you unique and separates you from the myriad other applicants. 

It is perfectly acceptable to think "outside the box" and select an issue such as caring for a disabled sibling or helping an elderly neighbor. The activity you select does not necessarily have to be school or church sponsored.

Your Reasons for Selecting the Extracurricular Activity

The admissions committee wants to learn more about you, not necessarily the activity you selected. As a result, be sure to include your personalized reasons for selecting the particular activity as your favorite -- or most important or significant, or other variant included in the essay version you must answer.

How this Activity has Affected You

It is not often asked explicitly, but you will want to include how the activity has affected you and your development. It is a perfect way to keep the essay centered on you, the applicant as well as show off your analytical and communication skills by describing how this activity has impacted your development.

Some Additional Thoughts on this Essay

All colleges -- and in particular the most selective ones -- want to admit students that will give back to the campus community and enrich the lives of those around them. Contrary to what you might want to believe, they are not looking for quiet, shy students who will take copious notes during class and then disappear into the library until the late hours of the night. Every school would rather have a 3.5 GPA student who is involved in campus activities and contributes to class discussions than an introverted 4.0 GPA student who does not do these things.

What is our point? This is the ideal essay to demonstrate that you fall into the former rather than the latter group of students.

A Final Word of Warning

Do not rehash your many accomplishments in this essay. This will not read impressively. Besides, you can include them in the schedule in the application.


 The "Who is Your Role Model and Why?"
Admissions Essay
	
	What They are Looking for in this Application Essay Question

The admissions committee believes that you have been heavily influenced by other people in your life. There are 2 questions they will be asking themselves as they read this application question:

1. Who did you select for your role model?

2. How has he or she influenced you?

The Role Model You Select

Think hard about the people in your life and spend some time narrowing this list down to your role model. Many applicants will feel the need to write about some famous person in history such as Ghandi, Martin Luther King, or Abraham Lincoln. If you do decide to go with one of these individuals for your role model, be certain your essay doesn't read like the hundreds of others that are certain to send the weary admissions staffs racing for the coffee machine.

Your better bet is to write about someone you know personally such as a teacher, coach, or grandparent. This can be more refreshing for your reader and you won't risk sounding insincere and superficial like so many other applicants who choose a historical figure for their role model.

How this Role Model has Influenced You

Don't forget that the admissions office also wants to know how you were influenced by the role model and not just the role model's identity. Which nuggets of wisdom or personality traits have been most influenced by the role model you selected? Try to include a personal anecdote or two to help illustrate these points and bring your essay to life for your audience.

A Word of Caution...

The most frequent -- and biggest -- mistake we encounter with this admissions essay is that the application essay becomes too heavily focused on the role model instead of the applicant. Be sure that your essay is primarily focused on you. After all, you are the one the admissions staff is considering to admit!


 

Sample Essays

Borrowed from http://www.justcolleges.com/essays/index.phtml?no=index.htm
1


Essay Prompt:
Describe a situation where your values or beliefs were challenged. How did you react? (200-500 words) 

Hanging above a simple Chinese alter in my living room is a faded picture of a slumbering baby. When I was eight years old, I asked my mother the infant's identity. A strange look passed over her face, as though she were debating the wisdom of answering me. After a moment, she took my hand and said in a serious tone, "That is your brother Victor." I laughed playfully at what I thought was a joke, exclaiming, "No, mommy, I don't have a brother!" But the sadness with which she responded, stating "He died when he was a baby, " convinced me it was true. 

The shock of this revelation at such a tender age affected me as nothing ever would again. "My brother?" I repeated to myself. "I had a brother?" My confusion was profound; everything I knew about my little world was shattered, torn as ragged as the edges of the baby's photo. >From that point onwards, my life changed dramatically. Reality replaced the simplicity of my former, carefree days, and thrust me into an adult world of sadness and pain. How could life be so unfair? What could a little baby have done to deserve this? I couldn't answer these questions, which made me feel helpless and frustrated. At that age, comprehending death was a monumental task. I had only been exposed to it on television, with fictional characters I did not know. I never understood until that moment the finality of dying. I would never know my brother, or play with him, or even look into his eyes. The pain this caused within me has not lost its intensity to this day, and it never will. A wave of sadness always breaks over me when I think of him--even as I write these lines. 

I had always longed for a brother, even before I learned my mother's secret. An older brother to guide me and be my companion would have been a blessing. When I learned of my lost opportunity, I felt cheated. My entire life would be empty without Victor there to share it with me. There would always be something missing. For many years, I thought I would never escape the devastation of his death. 

Five years ago, however, a miracle took place. My half sister Rebecca came into this world. I cannot explain the love I feel for her. When she looks at me with her bright eyes and tells me that she loves me, it brings me so much joy. Each one of her smiles is priceless. Best of all, she has something I have always longed for: an older brother to look up to, and to go to with her problems. That person is me! This knowledge is an overwhelming blessing. Through her, I can fulfill the role that Victor never had a chance to. I can guide her in the right paths, and be a shoulder to lean on for the rest of her life. 

My relationship with Rebecca has been instrumental in dealing with Victor's loss. She has given me purpose. This is my opportunity to be the elder brother that I always longed for. I look forward to this special gift every day of my life.

	2

Essay Prompt:     Topic of Your Choice

	
My family owned and operated a jewelry business for 8 years, since I was 10 years old. I grew up with this store, among the earrings and ornaments, always surrounded by things made from a unique substance called gold. Gold is a well-known element, atomic number 79; of course, everyone knows of its international monetary value. However, gold also has a deeply personal resonance; and upon closer examination, this material provides an emblematic picture of my past, my future, and what I offer Yale University. 
Gold is a soft, yellow metal. It is extremely ductile, the most malleable metal there is. I exhibit similar qualities, as I also adapt to the demands of my environment. I am Persian, though I was born in Lebanon and later came to the United States; upon arrival here, I had to face the challenge of learning the English language. I had to take a new shape in order to excel in unfamiliar surroundings. In addition, I again transformed by beginning to learn my native Farsi language in order to further mold my cultural identity. 
Yet gold is not always a shifting, malleable metal; it is hardened by alloying with other metals, increasing its strength. I hope to go through a corresponding process at Yale. I want to become a more solid citizen through exposure to other viewpoints and cultures, and by offering my own. I will mix with new perspectives; I will alloy with my fellow students, with my professors, and with the learning that both groups impart in order to become stronger academically, socially, and culturally. 
Moreover, gold is a corrosion-resistant metal. I feel my past exhibits the characteristics of this material in that I avoided corrosion of my mind and body through active academic and athletic participation. In high school, I was president of the student body and head of the study group division. I became an Eagle Scout and was a member of the school's flag hoisting brigade. I also played tennis competitively, swam, and played racquetball. Through these experiences, I have gained the necessary leadership skills and exhibited unflagging responsibility to ensure a corrosion-free body and spirit. 
Finally, gold parallels my goals for the future. It is one of the most conductive metals, extremely well suited for carrying an electric current. I, too, aim to conduct another kind of electricity--political organization, by pursuing a degree in Political Science at Yale. I have a distinct ambition to learn about this subject, especially in regard to Constitutional Law and parliamentary processes. 
For me, gold's value rests in its qualities and intricacies, in the way its characteristics echo my past accomplishments and represent my ambitions and goals. Adaptability, a willingness to gain new perspectives and knowledge, a corrosion-resisting makeup, and a readiness to excel are all revealed in me though a close look at this seemingly simple element. I hope to bring this gold to Yale University


	3

Essay Prompt:     Topic of Your Choice

	
It took me eighteen years to realize what an extraordinary influence my mother has been on my life. She’ s the kind of person who has thoughtful discussions about which artist she would most want to have her portrait painted by (Sargent), the kind of mother who always has time for her four children, and the kind of community leader who has a seat on the board of every major project to assist Washington’ s impoverished citizens. Growing up with such a strong role model, I developed many of her enthusiasms. I not only came to love the excitement of learning simply for the sake of knowing something new, but I also came to understand the idea of giving back to the community in exchange for a new sense of life, love, and spirit. 
My mother’ s enthusiasm for learning is most apparent in travel. I was nine years old when my family visited Greece. Every night for three weeks before the trip, my older brother Peter and I sat with my mother on her bed reading Greek myths and taking notes on the Greek Gods. Despite the fact that we were traveling with fourteen-month-old twins, we managed to be at each ruin when the site opened at sunrise. I vividly remember standing in an empty ampitheatre pretending to be an ancient tragedian, picking out my favorite sculpture in the Acropolis museum, and inserting our family into modified tales of the battle at Troy. Eight years and half a dozen passport stamps later I have come to value what I have learned on these journeys about global history, politics and culture, as well as my family and myself. 
While I treasure the various worlds my mother has opened to me abroad, my life has been equally transformed by what she has shown me just two miles from my house. As a ten year old, I often accompanied my mother to (name deleted), a local soup kitchen and children’ s center. While she attended meetings, I helped with the Summer Program by chasing children around the building and performing magic tricks. Having finally perfected the “ floating paintbrush” trick, I began work as a full time volunteer with the five and six year old children last June. It is here that I met Jane Doe, an exceptionally strong girl with a vigor that is contagious. At the end of the summer, I decided to continue my work at (name deleted) as Jane’ s tutor. Although the position is often difficult, the personal rewards are beyond articulation. In the seven years since I first walked through the doors of (name deleted), I have learned not only the idea of giving to others, but also of deriving from them a sense of spirit. 
Everything that my mother has ever done has been overshadowed by the thought behind it. While the raw experiences I have had at home and abroad have been spectacular, I have learned to truly value them by watching my mother. She has enriched my life with her passion for learning, and changed it with her devotion to humanity. In her endless love of everything and everyone she is touched by, I have seen a hope and life that is truly exceptional. Next year, I will find a new home miles away. However, my mother will always be by my side. 


4

Essay Prompt:
There are limitations to what grades, scores, and recommendations can tell us 

about any applicant. We ask you to write a personal essay that will help us to know to you better.

I am the human incarnation of my blue 1984 Volvo Turbo station wagon. This may seem like an odd way to identify myself, but I’ve thought about this. Big Bertha and I have the same personalities. If she weren’t an inanimate object, we would be good friends. 

Bertha has a strong sense of family. She was bought new by my auntie and uncle in 1984 then driven by my grandmother. Her next drivers were three of my cousins and now me. She has a future, too, and will eventually be driven by my brother. Bertha is nearly twenty years old and hasn’t burned out yet. Why would she? Silbermans (family name) are born survivors. 

Neither Bertha nor I are the flashiest models. She doesn’t have racing stripes and I rarely wear make-up. What you see is what you get. There is no special button to open Bertha’s door. If you want to get in the car, pull the handle. My style is direct, although not blunt. If I have a question, I ask it. If something needs to get done, I do it. We don’t hide behind outward appearances.  

Bertha isn’t perfect. Unfortunately, she won’t run on empty; she doesn’t even start with low gas. I don’t run well on empty either, just ask my family. Keep me fed, even if it’s just my standard bagel and cream cheese and a pat on the back as I run out the door. 

I depend on Bertha everyday. She multitasks to fit my needs, whether it’s driving the carpool, moving her seats around to fit all of the supplies for the class booth at Oktoberfest, carrying all the instruments to the gig, or fitting all of my friends on a Friday afternoon ice cream run. I depend on Bertha the way people depend on me everyday whether I’m acting as Student Body President, part of a group project, playing clarinet in two orchestras, or lifeguarding at the pool. I have made commitments that must be met. When people turn to me, I’m prepared and ready to work. I do what’s needed from jumping in the water to save a life to spending hours perfecting my band part.  

Not a frill, but a necessity, Bertha has an awesome sound system. We can’t function without one of life’s fundamental requirements - music. It fills the places words cannot. There is a perfect theme song for every ride, from Bob Dylan to Weezer to Mendelssohn to Queen, or even Turkish Pop. Bertha and I play it all. I spend most of my days with music, whether I’m playing, practicing, writing, analyzing, conducting, coaching, or just listening to it. Music is our second and equally important fuel source. 

Bertha and I are one. We get our work done, without breakdowns, nervous or otherwise. When necessary, we just kick into Turbo!  Life has many potholes and traffic jams, but our drive and passion get us to our destinations and make the ride as important as the arrival.  

College Essay Checklist

If your essay… (check all that apply)

· plays it too safely.  In other words, you intentionally choose a topic that you know will not offend, insult, or simply bore the admissions officer.

· is about a “hot topic”, but does little more than restate the obvious.

· is an extension of your “laundry list” of extracurricular activities.

· relies too heavily on humor.

· is fact based (superficial) and not really reflective.

· is focused on your girlfriend or boyfriend.

· includes profanity (for effect or otherwise).

· insultingly political.  In other words, you express your political beliefs in such a way that it might be consider offensive to the admissions officer.

· is written like an English paper.

· contains grammatical and/or spelling errors

Then you should probably revise your work!

If your essay…

· is concise, specific, personal, and honest.

· draws on one or two activities/events from your extracurricular activities sheet.

· includes an anecdote.

· is written in your own unique voice.

· is creative, rather than formulaic.

· uses wit sparingly 

Then you have probably written a good essay.  Congratulations!

Resources:

College ranking: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/research/rankings/rankings.asp
Common application online: http://app.commonapp.org/
Find the school that best matches your needs: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/research/advsearch/match.asp
List of online applications: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/apply/acememb.asp
Research majors that interest you: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/research/majors/majorSearch.asp
Financial aid resources: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/finance/default.asp
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