The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
 -  Part 1 -

Answer each question in complete sentences!  Avoid using unidentified pronouns.
Before you start, number the sections.

1. What is section 1 about? Section 2? Section 3? Do you detect a pattern? What is it? 

2. When is Lavendar’s death first mentioned? 

3. When is his death first described? 

4. What do the following words or acronyms refer to? RTO, Grunt, KIA, PFC, SOP, "freedom bird," "hump." 

5. Why do you think Rate Kiley, the medic, carries M&M’s for "especially bad wounds"? 

6. What does Lt. Cross think about all the time? 

7. What were the soldiers doing when Lavendar was killed? 

8. What is the "good luck charm" that Norman Bowker carries? 

9. What was the young dead VC boy carrying? How does what he carries differ from what the American soldiers carry? 

10. What did the platoon do in the village of Than Khe? 

11. How does Kiowa feel about Lavendar’s death? 

12. On page 14, what is the main idea of that paragraph? 

13. What was, "in many respects…the heaviest burden of all"? 

14. What were they more afraid of than dying? 

15. What did Cross do with Martha’s pictures after Lavendar’s death? 

16. How did his feelings for her change? 

17. What might Martha stand for or signify? 

18. How does Lt. Cross change his way of commanding after Lavendar’s death? 

19. On pg 22-23, read the 4th full paragraph out loud. What did the soldiers dream of? 

20. Find at least 5 vocabulary words to look up and write down. 

"Love"

1. What could Jimmy Cross never forgive himself for? 

2. How did Jimmy get a new picture of Martha playing volleyball? 

3. What does Jimmy ask Tim to do when he writes his story? 

4. What does he tell Tim NOT to mention? 

"Spin"

1. What do we learn about Azar’s character in this story? 

2. How was the war NOT like a game of checkers? 

3. How did the "old poppa-san" help the platoon? What was his special skill? 

4. What does Norman Bowker wish for, more than anything? 

5. What does Kiowa say when his rain dance doesn’t work? 

6. What did Azar do to Ted Lavendar’s puppy? 

7. What does Azar say about his action? 

8. Identify in this story moments of beauty and/or serenity. 

9. How is this story structured? What can you say about all these short sections? 

10. According to Tim, what are stories for? 

"On the Rainy River"

1. How did Tim feel about the Vietnam War while he was at college? 

2. On pg. 40, what does he mean by "dominoes"? (hint: what was the "domino theory"?) 

3. What was Tim’s job in the summer of 1968? 

4. What were Tim’s options once he received his draft notice? 

5. Who did he hold responsible for his situation? 

6. Who did he think should go to war instead of him? 

7. What did he do at work when he decided to leave? 

8. What does Tim say is Elroy Berdhal’s role in his life? 

9. What sort of person was Elroy? How did Tim know? 

10. What was the financial deal Elroy made with Tim? 

11. Where did Elroy take Tim & Elroy on the day six? 

12. What typical images of boyhood did Tim remember about himself while on the river? 

13. Who are the following people: LBJ, Abbie Hoffman, Jane Fonda as Barbarella? 

14. What was Elroy Berdhal’s role that day? 

15. What did Tim end up doing about his situation? 

