	Poetry Terms
	Definitions

	Alliteration
	Repetition of the same sound at the beginnings of words

	Allusion
	Brief reference to a person, place, event, or work of art

	Aphorism/Maxim
	A saying that embodies a moral or general truth

	Apostrophe
	An absent person, abstract concept, or a personified object/idea is directly addressed

	Assonance
	Repetition of similar vowel sounds but different consonant sounds; not a rhyme

	Cacophony
	Succession of harsh, discordant sounds in poetry/prose

	Chiasmus
	A rhetorical balance in which the second part of the sentence is the opposite of the first

	Cliché
	Expression or phrase so overused it becomes mundane or meaningless

	Consonance
	Repetition of consonants that are preceded by different vowels

	Couplet
	A pair of successive lines of verse that usually rhyme and are of the same length

	Double Entendre
	A word or expression so used that it can have two meanings; purposeful ambiguity

	Enjambment
	The running on of a thought from one line, couplet or stanza to the next

	Epigram
	A short, witty verse of saying

	Epithet
	A word or phrase repeatedly used in association with a person or thing

	Eponymy
	Use of a proper name as an adjective

	Euphony
	A combination of pleasing sounds in poetry or prose

	Hyperbole
	A figure of speech involving great exaggeration

	Imagery
	Sensory details that provide vividness in a literary work and tend to arouse emotions and feelings in the reader

	Irony
	A contrast between what appears to be and what really is

	Litotes
	The affirmative is expressed by a negative of the contrary; understatement

	Metaphor
	A figure of speech involving implied comparisons

	Metonymy
	Substitution of some attribute or suggestive word for what is actually meant

	Neologism
	A new word or usage

	Onomatopoeia
	Use of a word or words whose sounds imitate the sound refered to

	Oxymoron
	A phrase or expression that seemingly self-contradicts

	Paradox
	A statement that seemingly self-contradicts but has valid meaning

	Personification
	The representation of abstractions, ideas, animals, or inanimate objects as human beings by giving them human characteristics

	Pun
	A play on words

	Simile
	A figure of speech involving comparisons using "like" or "as"

	Synecdoche
	A figure of speech in which the part stands for the whole


