Review Study Sheet for English III CP Exam
The Beginnings
1. Who were the first groups to migrate to North America (excluding the Native Americans)?
2. Discuss the greatest legacy of the French and Spanish explorers.

3. Who were the English Puritans?  What did they believe

4. Why did the Puritans feel compelled to practice “saintly behavior”?  How would this help them?

5. What was the importance of the Mayflower Compact?
6. When and why was Harvard College founded?

7. What did the “rationalists” of the Puritan era believe?

8. Why do we still study Cotton Mather?

9. What was the best form of worship for the deists?

10. How did the Pilgrims regard their journey to the New World under William Bradford?

11. Where did their ship land and why?

12. What is plain style?

13. Great influence on the writing of the Puritans.

14. The plain style reflected the split between which two groups.

15. What is a conceit?  How are they used?

16. Why is Bradford’s plain style difficult for modern readers to understand?

17. In “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by how does Edwards present God?  Who can escape from “God’s anger” according to Edwards?

18. Why was Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography important in his day and today?

19. What was the main purpose of Patrick Henry’s famous speech?

20. What was Paine’s purpose in writing “The Crisis, No. 1”?
21. How does Pain inspire his readers?

22. What are Thomas Jefferson’s main ideas in The Declaration of Independence?

23. Causes of the differences that developed between the British and American languages.

24. What does the word Americanism identify?  

25. Discuss the conflict between language purists and advocates of linguistic change in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century America.

26. What was the greatest virtue of American English according to its advocates?

27. Which American spoke in favor of the natural evolution of American English?

28. In England on what did the ultimate linguistic authority rest?

29. Until the eighteenth century, what regulated the spelling of American English?

30. What did Noah Webster belie that accurate and uniform American spelling would promote?

31. What did Webster’s first dictionary reveal about him as a linguist/grammarian

32. What frequent inaccuracies were included in Webster’s A Compendious Dictionary of the English Language?
33. How is Webster’s influence evident today?

34. What do you know about Webster’s American Dictionary when it was first introduced?

35. In the late eighteenth century, English schools introduced into their curriculum the study of what grammar?

36. What are the dates of the American Romanticism?

37. Why did American Romantic writers reject rationalism?

38. How did Romantic writers use Gothic novels?  What were the primary themes?

39. How did American Romantic writers regard poetry?  What were their literary models?
40. American Romantic (unlike European Romantic novelists) novelists were inspired by what?

41. Describe the typical American Romantic hero.

42. Who were the American Fireside Poets?  For what are they best known?

43. Why did Whittier throw a volume of Walt Whitman’s poetry into a fire?

44. List the characteristics of a sonnet.
The American Renaissance
45. What influenced the first flowering of a uniquely American literature, sometimes referred to as the American Renaissance?
46. What was the Transcendentalis view of the world?
47. What similarities did Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman Melville share?
48. Discuss the roots of the philosophy embraced by Ralph Waldo Emerson’s Transcendentalists.  
49. Why were Utopian communities founded?  What was the intention of these communites?  How successful were they?  Why?

50. What was the source of Emerson’s optimism?

51. What view did the Dark Romantics and the Transcendentalists share?

52. During the first half of the nineteenth century, reform movements included campaigns for what movements?

53. What was Emerson’s attitude towards society?

54. According to Emerson, why/how can a person truly see nature like a child?

55. What was one of Emerson’s basic philosophies?

56. What is “that divine idea” Emerson says we are “ashamed of…which each of us represents”?

57. According to Emerson, what is the most sacred aspect of a person?

58. To what does Emerson refer in the phrase the “hobgoblin of little minds”?
59. To what does the phrase “Trust thyself:  Every heart vibrates to that iron string” refer?

60. What activities illustrate Thoreau’s doctrine of simplicity?

61. What reason does Thoreau give for wanting to live at Walden?

62. What reason does Thoreau give for finally leaving Walden?

63. Summarize Thoreau’s opinion about life in general?

64. Which aspects does about life does Thoreau consider important?

65. What was Thoreau’s major purpose in writing Resistance to Civil Government?

66. In Thoreau’s view, what is the practical reason the majority rules in a democracy?

67. What meaning does the word novel have in the following sentence?  “The night in prison was novel and interesting enough.”

68. What literary element “That government is best which governs not at all”?
69. In Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher,” what is the narrator’s first impression of the House of Usher”?

70. Characterize the narrator in the story.  What kind of a person is he?

71. Both Roderick Usher and the narrator mention that the atmosphere surrounding the mansion seems unconnected to the atmosphere of the outside world.  Of what is this an example?

72. Why is Hawthorne’s “The Minister’s Black Veil” mainly a parable?  What elements in this story are seen in The Scarlet Letter?

73. Of what is the veil a symbol?  Why does the minister choose to wear the veil?

74. Of what is the raven a symbol in Poe’s “The Raven”?

75. To what does Moby Dick by Melville refer?  

76. What is a symbol and how do writers use them?

New American Poetry

77. How are Whitman and Dickinson similar?
78. What appears to be the source of Dickinson’s poems?

79. Why did Dickinson not achieve fame during her lifetime?

80. What did Whitman expect from his poetry?

81. What is unique/emphasized in about Whitman’s poetry?

82. What is unique/emphasis in Dickinson’s poetry?

83. In Whitman’s “Song of Myself,” what does Whitman celebrate and how?

84. What unique device does Whitman use to organize this poem’s subjects?

85. What theme is evident in the Whitman poems we read?

86. Dickinson’s particular contribution to poetry.
87. What are characteristics of “free verse”?

88. What is cadence and how is it used in poems?

89. Instead of exact rhyme, Emily Dickinson often used what?

90. What is the purpose of slant rhyme?

A Period of Vocabulary Growth

91. Name one characteristic of the language of the “backwoods.”

92. What common use of language did both Mark Twain and Walt Whitman use?

93. Why did newspapers begin to flourish in the late 1830s?

94. How did newspapers in the late 1830s try to attract readers?

95. Which immigrant group had the greatest effect on the American language during the mid-nineteenth century?

96. Which language provided the greatest number of loanwords to the American language in the nineteenth century?

The Rise of Realism (The Civil War and Postwar Period)

97. Why were there no great novels of the Civil War written until long after the war had eneded?

98. What is the literary form in which heroes and heroines live idealistic lives beyond the level of everyday life?

99. After the Civil Way, what was the purpose of the general of writers known as realists?

100. How did Mark Twain use local speech?

101. What is a dialect?  How does it differ from standard English?

102. In what part of the United States can the greatest number of dialects be found today?

103. Scholars divide American speech into three basic types:  Northern, Southern, and __________.

104. How was The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn received in its day?

The Moderns and Contemporaries
105. Until the beginning of the twentieth century, what were aspects of the American dream?

106. How did the modernist movement challenge American writers? 

107. What was unique about the poets of the Harlem Renaissance who wrote American poetry?
108. What does the term “crucible” mean in The Crucible by Arthur Miller?

109. Why did Miller write The Crucible?  Time period of Miller’s writing?  Time period of the play?

110. Who is Senator Joseph McCarthy and what does he have to do with The Crucible?

111. What is a protagonist?

112. Antagonist?
113. Definition of fiction?

114. Definition of genre.

115. Definition of a framework story.

116. Definition of stream-of-consciousness.

117. Definition of verisimilitude.

118. Time period for The Things They Carried
119. Know how to identify a correctly formatted in-text citation AND a Works Cited page.

Poetry Terms
1.  _____  alliteration


a. two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme

2.  _____  allusion


b. the use of words whose sounds imitate or suggest its meaning

3.  _____  assonance


c. the attitude a writer takes toward the audience, a subject or 

4.  _____ blank verses


    character

5.  _____  couplet


d. a 14 line poem, usually written in iambic pentameter

6.  _____ diction


e. a metric foot consisting of an unstressed syllable followed by

7.  _____ epic



     a stressed syllable

8.  _____ free verse
f .the repetition of the same consonant sound in words that are 

9.  _____ iambic pentameter

  close together in a poem  

10._____ iamb



g. a writer or speaker’s choice of words

11._____ imagery


h. the voice who was talking to us in a poem

12._____lyric poetry


i. a group of consecutive lines in a poem that forms a single unit

13._____ metaphor


j. giving human characteristics to a non-human thing

14._____meter


k a musical quality produced by the repetition of stressed and 

15._____onomatopoeia

 unstressed syllables

16.​​​_____ personification

l. poetry written in unrhymed iambic pentameter

17._____ pun



m .poetry that does not have regular meter or rhyme scheme

18._____ refrain


n. a reference to a statement, person, place, event or thing that

19._____rhyme


 is known in history, literature, religion, politics, sports, etc.

20._____ similes


o. a long story told in poetry which relates great deeds of a larger

21._____ sonnet


 than life hero who embodies the values of a society

22._____speaker


p. language that appeals to the five senses

23._____ stanza


q. a line of poetry that contains five iambs

24._____tone



r. a repeated words, phrase, lines or group of lines

25._____rhythm
s. a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things


t. a comparison between two unlike things using “like” or “as”


u. a repetition of accented vowel sounds and all sounds following them in words that are close together in a poem


v. poetry that does not tell a story but aims only at expressing a


  speaker’s emotions


w. the repetition of similar vowel sounds followed by different consonant sounds


x. a generally regular pattern of stressed or unstressed syllables in 


   poetry


y. A play on the multiple meanings of a word
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