Creating Titles for Papers

A.  Two-part titles focus the writing AND the reading.


The Kite Runner:  A Friendship Tested


The Kite Runner:  The Ultimate Loyalty


The Kite Runner:  A Necessary Flashback


The Kite Runner:  A Friendship of Regrets

B.  Short titles with the title in the name also focus the writing and the 
reader:


The “Look of the Lamb” in The Kite Runner


Symbolism of the Kite in The Kite Runner


Loyalty and Resentment in The Kite Runner
Note:  Rarely are sentence formats effective as titles.  When the writer focuses the title, the reader has expectations.  Remember, most papers are short pieces.  

· Avoid generalizations.

· Avoid sweeping titles un less you are writing a HUGE paper that will address the scope of this all-encompassing title.

· Avoid complete sentences.

· Include the title of the article in the title.

· Do not underline the title – only underline the title of the book or italicize the book’s title.

· If writing about an article, enclose the title of the article in quote marks.

· Watch capitalizations.
· Be creative.

· Utilize words or passages from the text to re-enforce your focus/thesis.
REMEMBER:  Write the title BEFORE beginning a paper; revise the title AFTER writing if necessary.
Mini Lesson:  Creating Tantalizing Titles 

(primarily for Creative Writing Projects/Poems)
Possessive-Nouns

Finnegan’s Wake

_____________________       _______________

Article/Adjective None

Jurassic Park

____________________ 
    ____________________

Noun and Noun

Love and Work

____________________    _______________________

Noun of a Noun

Death of a Salesman

_________________   _________   ___________  ____________________

Noun for Noun

“A Rose for Emily

____________________  ______________________

Prepositional Phrase

Into the Night

____________________     _____________  __________________

Noun Prepositional Phrase

Catcher in the Rye

___________________    ____________   ______________     _____________________

Infinitive Phrase

To Kill a Mockingbird

___________    _________________      _______________   _____________________

Adverbial Phrase

Where the Wild Things Are

___________   __________     _________  ___________      ___________

The Noun Who

The Man Who Melted

___________   _______________   __________  _________________

A Command

Remember Me

_________________     _______________________

