

“Independent Reading Time” Responses

Your Name _______________________________    Date  ___________   Class and Block  _________
Book’s Title _________________________________________________________________________

Author _______________________________  # of Pages ________  Setting/Place ________________
Fiction or Non-Fiction (Circle one)    
Genre(s) _________________________ 
Time Period________

(This top part counts 10 points if completed neatly, correctly, in full, and with no misspellings.)

Answer the following FIVE prompts on a separate piece of paper.  Follow MLA formatting guidelines.  Your answers must be doubled spaced –typed (Times New Roman 12 point font).  Write your answers in the “historical present” tense.  Avoid generalizations.  Provide proof of statements.  
ANSWER EACH of the FOLLOWING in COMPLETE PARAGRAPHS.
(Minimum of 5 – 7 sentences per paragraph.)

1.
 Explain the book’s title so clearly that someone who has not yet read the book could understand how 
the title relates to the book’s plot and/or theme.  Use the author’s name and the book’s title in your 
explanation. Write in a well-constructed paragraph – with a HOOK at the beginning!
(15 points)

2. Answer BOTH parts in a well-constructed paragraph!  


(a)  Explain the central conflict faced by the main character(s) – internal and external.  


(b) Tell briefly how each of these conflicts is resolved by the book’s end.  (Avoid synopsizing the plot!)













 
 (15 points)

3. Answer BOTH parts in a complete well-constructed paragraph. Be sure to follow directions!


(a)  Find TWO examples of ONE (the same element) of the elements of style (for instance: tone, 
diction, syntax, humor, 
symbolism, allusions, irony, imagery, foreshadowing, flashbacks, dialect, etc.) 
and provide examples of copied text as an example of that element using MLA documentation. 
(Remember to format quotation marks and page numbers correctly.)  

(b)  State why you chose the particular examples and how each relates overall to the story in a well-constructed paragraph.







 (30 points)

4.
State an important life lesson (theme) that the protagonist learns.  State a lesson a thoughtful reader might 


learn from reading this book.  Write in a well-constructed paragraph.  Avoid clichés and trite notions; be 


creative and insightful.  Remember that there are TWO parts to this answer.  Explain your answers!










         

        (20 points)
5. What type of reader (male/female, sport’s nut/romantic, etc.) would most enjoy this book?  Why?


Answer in a well-constructed paragraph.





   (10 points)
6.  Create a Work Cited for your book on a separate (paginated) page.
(5 points)
REMEMBER:  No book reports will be graded without at least one significant and edited rough draft attached.  All books MUST be approved prior to reading in order to receive credit.

Would you recommend the book?  (Circle one response.)





Enthusiastically		Moderately			Perhaps	             No








Have you…





Included a ROUGH draft(s)?  No reports will be graded without a rough draft attached.  There must be a significant difference in your rough and final drafts.  Shown ALL editing on the rough draft?





Answered in complete and thoughtful sentences?  Used a “hook” to begin #1?  ”Introduced” the other sections?


Written in the historical present tense?  





Eliminated all contractions and slang?





Checked for active (not passive) voice in sentences?





Double-spaced your work?  Typed in 12-point font, Times New Roman?  Proper heading with name, date, class, assignment? Paginated your pages?





Explained your assessments giving specific reasons?  (AVOID:  “It was good.”  “Everyone would like it.” “The author writes well.”  “He uses descriptive words.”)  





Included page numbers on quoted material (in-text citations) AND explanations for choosing this material in the correct MLA style?





Avoided redundant intros such as, “In my opinion…,” “I feel…,” “I think…,” etc.?  (Your writing responses are your opinions.)





Avoided using INDEFINTE words such as “a lot, much, you, they, he, she, and it”?





Avoided repeating words?  Used synonyms?  Added more descriptive adjectives and adverbs?





Varied the beginnings of your sentences?  Did not begin sentences with “It….” Or “So,…”





Provided a Work Cited for your book on a separate page in correct form?





Been approved, registered on the class sheet, and observed reading this book in class?  





Handwritten drafts should be neat penmanship with appropriate written letters and characters?  (No circles or stars to dot “i” words, no backwards “f” letters, no capital letters in the middle of sentences!)  











Attached this page as a cover to your responses?  Failure to complete this side will cost 5 points.





Do NOT check off these boxes UNTIL you have actually checked EACH item against your final draft.  If you cannot check all these items, then you obviously need to revise your paper again!  Sign your name that you have been able to check all these boxes.  


									_____________________________


										(Your Name)











.      

