WELCOME TO

MR. O’NEILL’S 

ESOL CLASS:

Where communication is the key!

	


Portable 11 
Work Phone: 699-2999 x611 / Cell phone: 413-7850      

RV ESOL website and my homepage: http://www.richland2.org/schools/rvh/RVHSubPage.aspx?id=19914 or http://www.rvh.richland2.org/~noneill  
Email: noneill@richland2.org
Things you will need to bring to class:

1.  A clearly visible I.D.

2. A “Good” Notebook (binder, dividers, paper)

3.  A composition notebook for your journal this year
4. Pens or Pencils
5. Your brain and a willingness to learn!
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

ESOL 1- A1 Level (low beginner) This course is designed to give low beginning, non-native speakers of English the survival skills needed for school and real-world communication.  Students build language skills primarily in listening and speaking formats and are introduced to the foundations of English phonics and syntax through reading and writing.  Focus is placed on mainstreaming into the American school environment and on meaningful communication through authentic conversation, role-play, multicultural understanding and relevant language functions. 
ESOL- A2 Level (high beginner) This course is designed to be a continuation of ESOL- A1 or a course for incoming non-native speakers of English at a high beginner level.  Students build fluency in speaking and listening skills that move them beyond the survival level.  Students also engage in reading and writing skills on inter-disciplinary topics for the purpose of building the foundations of vocabulary and understanding in their other coursework.  Engaging a basic understanding of grammatical structure through writing simple compositions, conducting class discussions and speeches to build fluency, honing classroom listening skills and understanding and analyzing reading content are major goals of this course.

ESOL 3- B1 Level (intermediate) This course serves as a continuation of ESOL- A2 or an entry point of study for intermediate English language learners.  It is primarily designed to help students construct academic reading and writing skills, while simultaneously taking students into fluency in speaking and listening.  Inter-disciplinary academic vocabulary is stressed while considering many topics of study.  Diverse genres of literature and literary devices will be studied, and students will complete large but leveled reading assignments based on student reading level.  Writing for various purposes will be composed, revised, and edited.  

ESOL 4- B2 Level (advanced) This course offers advanced learners of the English language the opportunity to continue their pursuit of academic proficiency beyond the ESOL- B1 level.  Students participate in extended listening and speaking interactions and learn nuances of diverse forms of social communication.   Students are challenged to read, analyze and evaluate novel-length pieces of literature as well as other forms of popular and academic writing.  Students will also complete compositions on a variety of inter-disciplinary topics using academically appropriate vocabulary and syntax.  Extended writing assignments center on a variety of genres, including a research paper.  

ESOL Grading System

Magic Equation:         Points you earned   x 100 = Your Grade

Total points possible             

Parents, you can check grades anytime on the Parent Portal link at www.richland2.org  and contact me with any questions you have!

Points:

Weekly participation grade = 25 pts. /week

Skills assignments:

- Homework = about 20 pts.

- Classwork = about 20 pts.

Writing assignments = 50 to 100 pts.

Special assignments = about 50 pts.

Research report (1 per semester) = 200 pts.

Unit Projects = 200 pts.

Semester 1 Grade Sheet - Sample
	Assignment Name
	Points you 

Earned 
	Total Points Possible
	Your Grade

So far:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


My Tutoring Schedule:
· All mornings before school 8:00-8:30 (or set up an earlier time with me)

· During lunch or after school (set up an appointment)

· NOTE: After school sometimes not available due to my district level work
Classroom Management Principles and Expectations:

1. Respect yourself, me and your classmates at all times.

2. Cooperate with others and be ready to think, share and create. 

3. Always treat others and their things as you want them to treat you and your things. It’s the Golden Rule! 
4. Since this is ENGLISH class, I expect you to communicate your ideas ONLY in English during class time.  Between classes, feel free to speak in whatever languages you know!

5. We are here to learn, and YOU are in control and responsible for YOU as a part of this community.  Do NOT  speak, act or do anything in a way that prevents you or others from learning in our classroom.  

6. Bring a hand written excuse from a parent/doctor the day after you are absent.  It is your responsibility to find out about missed assignments and to complete them within a week.
7. Consequences follow our actions.  Not living by these principles will have consequences:

· 1st offense: verbal warning

· 2nd offense: student conference and lunch detention

· 3rd offense: parent contact and write-up or referral to administrator

You will be held to the Academic Integrity policy of Richland District II, so please read the wall signs around school to know what this means!

At the end of each week, you will be given about 5 minutes to calculate your grade in my class so that your parents are aware of your progress.  I will also be uploading grades on my computer and your parents can visit www.richland2.org and enter under “Parent Portal” to check on your grades!!!

I look forward to a great year with you!  You are an important part of this class.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read, understood and am willing to follow the principles and procedures established by Mr. O’Neill and Ridgeview High School and will accept the consequences if I refuse to follow them.  

Student name (printed)_____________________________________

Student signature _________________________________________ Date _________
Parent/Guardian signature
_________________________________ Date ________
Parent Email: __________________________________  Phone: __________________

