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August 17, 2010
Dear Parent or Guardians:  

     Welcome to economics at Ridge View High School!  I hope that your child is ready for a great fall semester.  Our semester-long class is on a schedule that meets every day for 45 minutes.  With this in mind, every day we will cover a vital amount of information, making regular attendance and participation major factors in the successful completion of this state-required ½ credit course.  Please make sure that your child is in class, prepared each day.

     The following is a list that outlines a few of the procedures and expectations for each student along with the consequences for failure to follow the rules:

1. Arrive on time:  bring paper, pencil or pen, textbook, a three ring binder (notebook with dividers), dry erase marker, flash drive, and a good attitude.  It is mandatory that students have their materials every day.  

2. Students are responsible for all missed work.  Make-up work needs to be scheduled and completed within five school days.  If your child misses an assignment because of an absence it must be made up within five days of returning or it will be recorded as a zero. Assignments may be made up only if the absence is excused (please consult your student handbook).

3. Students will not be allowed to leave class unless it is an emergency.  It is only a 45-minute class; students should be able to take care of “business” during the five minute changeover.  If a medical problem exists, please let me know in writing.

4. Students are bound by all of the rules listed in the Student Handbook, including the Richland School District Two Academic Honor Code.  Any infractions will be written up and sent to an administrator.
Students will be held to the Academic Integrity Policy of Richland District Two.  Students are expected to respect others and to behave appropriately. 
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Consequences:

· Any disruptive behavior (minor offense) will result in the following:

                          1st offense – verbal or written warning

                          2nd offense – parent contact (written or telephoned) and/or referral

                          3rd offense – administrator contact

· Any major offense will be sent directly to an administrator.              

Materials:

You need to bring the following to class EVERY DAY!

1. Textbook
2. 3-ring binder (with notebook paper) 

3. Writing utensils (black or blue pen or pencil)

4. Dry Erase Marker
Suggestions for a successful semester:  Keep up with all assignments, read each chapter, review and study materials each night, ask questions concerning anything that has not been covered thoroughly enough for your understanding, keep an organized notebook,  respect yourself and others, and come to class prepared to learn.

If you need to contact me or schedule an appointment with me, my phone number at Ridge View High School is (803) 699-2999 extension 354.  My e-mail address is kstiglba@richland2.org. E-mail is the most efficient and preferred means of communication for me. 

Attached is a copy of the syllabus for this course.  If you have any questions, comments or concerns, feel free to contact me.

Thank you for your support in educating your child,
Kurt  Stiglbauer
FALL 2010 REGULAR ECONOMICS SYLLABUS

Mr. Stiglbauer

OBJECTIVES:  


to develop a knowledge of the principles of economics


to interpret economic events in society as the occur


to understand the role of the citizen in today’s economy


to correctly interpret graphs, charts, and tables 


to interpret literature written on the subject of  economics

GRADING SCALE:  The grading scale for this class is the mandate of Ridge View High School and Richland School District Two, and is as follows:



93 - 100

A



85 - 92


B



78 - 84


C



70 - 76


D



69 and below

F

Student grades will be determined on a point scale as listed below:

Chapter Tests

         
1,000 points    (100 pts. each)
Homework and Class work
   400 points      (20 pts. each)
Quizzes



   100 points      (20 pts. each)
Business Presentation*

   100 points    (100 pts. each)
*Second grading period 


Total:                       
1,600 points
Final Exam 
20%
Attention Parents:  Student grades are accessible through Parent Portal. The grades are updated weekly.  The point amounts for assignments are subject to change due to time constraints and remediation.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me, Mr. Stiglbauer, at Ridge View during school hours at 699-2999 (ext. 354), or e-mail me at kstiglba@richland2.org.

RULES OF TESTING:


Unit tests will be given throughout the semester at a rate of approximately four per grading period.  Tests contain many different types of questions and will typically be in the form of multiple choice, matching, listing, some fill-in-the-blanks, and reading comprehension. Tests and other in-class assignments missed due to an excused absence (not pop quizzes) will be made up within five school days from the student’s return to class or will be entered as a ZERO (0).  It is the responsibility of the student to confer with the teacher as soon as possible about a time to make up this work.  Tests may not be made up if missed as a result of an unexcused absence.

READINGS: 


Students are asked to read newspaper and magazine articles in class each week on timely economics topics for extra credit.  They will be asked to answer SAT-type questions on those readings. (such as, inference, vocabulary, detail, graph/chart interpretations, and main idea questions)  These readings are for extra credit only, will not be required, and will be offered only Mondays as a class.

PROJECT

Students will be required to give a presentation in the second quarter of the semester course.  Students will work in groups and be able to choose almost any business to present on.  The value of each project is one hundred points; each member of the group receives the same grade/number of points.
Regular Economics Class Outline
UNIT I:  FUNDAMENTAL ECONOMIC CONCEPTS


Chapter One - What is Economics?  (appx. 6 days)



Scarcity



Trade-offs and Opportunity Cost



Model-building:  Production-Possibilities Frontier and Circular Flows
· Test on Chapter One


Chapter Two - Economic Systems and Decision Making  (appx. 5 days)



Economic Systems



Capitalism and Free Enterprise



Goals of the Nation 

· Test on Chapter Two
  UNIT II:  CONSUMERISM 

Chapter Three– Consumerism (appx.1 day)


Disposable and Discretionary Income


Comparison Shopping

Chapter Five – Comparison Shopping for Food, Clothing, Shelter, & Cars (appx. 6 days)



Food



Clothing



Home



Buying and Operating a Vehicle

· Test on Chapters Three and Five
Chapter Four – Credit (appx. 5 days)


Installment Debt


Sources of Credit


Credit Rating

· Test on Chapter Four

Chapter Six – Saving and Investing (appx. 6 days)

Saving Accounts


Investing in Stocks and Bonds


Pension Plans

· Test on Chapter Six
UNIT III:  MICRO-ECONOMICS


Chapter Seven – Demand and Supply (appx. 6 days)



Demand



Determinants of Demand



Supply



Determinants of Supply
     

How Prices are Determined



Price Ceilings and Floors

· Test on Chapter Seven
Chapter Eight – Business Organizations (appx. 3 days)

Sole Proprietorships and Partnerships


Corporations and Franchises
Chapter Nine – Competition and Monopolies (appx. 2 days)


Perfect Competition


Monopoly, Oligopoly, and Monopolistic Competition

· Test on Chapters Eight and Nine

 UNIT IV:  MACRO-ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS

 
Chapter Thirteen – Measuring the Economy’s Performance (appx 6 days)



National Income Accounting



Inflation



Aggregate Supply and Aggregate Demand 


Business Cycles

· Test on Chapter Thirteen


Chapter Fourteen – Money and Banking (appx. 1 day)



Types of Money


Chapter Fifteen – The Federal Reserve Banking System (appx. 4 days)



Structure and Organization



Regulating the Money Supply
· Test on Chapters Fourteen and Fifteen


Chapter Seventeen – Stabilizing the National Economy (appx. 4 days)


Unemployment



Inflation



Fiscal Policy

· Test on Chapter Seventeen

UNIT V:  INTERNATIONAL AND GLOBAL ECONOMICS


Chapter Eighteen - International Trade (appx. 6 days)



Absolute and Comparative Advantage



Financing and Trade Deficits



Barriers to International Trade 

· Test on Chapter Eighteen.

Economics Syllabus Contract & Contact Form
Please fill out this page and return to Mr. Stiglbauer by…

 Thursday, August 26th.  

(Please keep the rest of the syllabus in your notebook.)
You and your student’s signatures below indicate your agreement with the following:

· We have reviewed the class syllabus.

· We understand the grading policy.

· When possible, I (the parent) am willing to be contacted by email.

· If we have access to the Internet, we will access Parent Portal regularly to check our child’s progress.   

Student Name: ______________________________________________________
Class Period: _____________

(Please print)

Student Email Address: ________________________________________________

Student Signature: ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________   ____________________________________________
(Mother/ 1st Guardian’s Name & Relation to student)
(Father/ 2nd Guardian’s Name & Relation to student)

____________________________________________   ____________________________________________
(Home Address)

(Home Phone)

____________________________________________   ____________________________________________
(Mother’s Occupation and Work Number)
(Father’s Occupation and Work Number)

____________________________________________   ____________________________________________
(Mother’s cell number)
(Father’s cell number)

____________________________________________   ____________________________________________
(Mother’s Email)
(Father’s Email)

Signature of Parent/Guardian who reviewed syllabus:
_________________________________________________________
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