Ridge View High School
U.S. History, College Preparatory
Jessica K. Sweeney

Jsweeney@richland2.org; 699-2999 ext. 351

Course Description:

United States History will examine in chronological progression the themes of: immigration, westward expansion, war/conflicts, and human/civil rights. In addition, the course will consider the economic, political, social, intellectual, and cultural aspects of nation development. This class will utilize textbooks, primary documents, selected outside readings, the Internet, personal narratives, personal interviews, guest speakers, and selected motion pictures. Students enrolled in U.S. History must take a cumulative end of course exam developed by the State Department of Education. This exam will count 20% of the student’s final average.  
Course Topics for U.S. History:

I. Creating a New Nation

II. American Revolution and the Constitution

III. Pre-Civil War, Civil War, and Reconstruction

IV. The Gilded Age

V. Imperialism and World War I

VI. The 1920s and the Great Depression
VII. Causes and Consequences of World War II

VIII. Postwar America

IX. Cold War

X. Civil Rights

XI. Vietnam

XII. Rise of Terrorism/Post 9-11

Grading:

The grading scale is as follows:

A= 100-93


D= 76-70

B= 92-85


F= 69-0

C= 84-77

Grades are based on the following point system:


Tests


50-100 Points


Writing Assignments
50-100 Points


Projects


50-100 Points


Quizzes 

20 Points


Classwork

20 Points

The point values may change depending on the in-depth nature of the assignment. Some or all of the above will be used during each of the nine week grading periods. 

Students will receive extra credit opportunities throughout the nine week grading periods. 
A student’s final grade for U.S. History will be calculated as follows:

Four nine weeks


80%

End of course exam


20%
Every Friday students will be given five minutes to review their grade and attendance for the nine week period. 
The Richland School District Two Honor Code states:

“On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this assignment. I understand that any violation of the RSD2 Honor code will result in academic and disciplinary action.” 
Materials:

Each student will need a three ring binder with loose leaf paper and a pen/pencil.  Students are responsible for maintaining classroom notes and handouts. 
Class Expectations and Consequences:

All students are expected to be respectful to everyone and everything in the classroom. Students are also expected to obey all rules listed in the student handbook. 

If classroom expectations are not met the consequences are as follows:

· Verbal reprimand

· Student/teacher discussion

· Parent/student/teacher discussion

Make-Up Work:
Make-up work is the student’s responsibility. The student will need to set up a time with the teacher to make up any missed assignments. The student will also need to obtain any class notes from a fellow class member or the teacher. 
Tutoring: 

Ms. Sweeney offers tutoring every morning between 7:30 AM and 8:00 AM, as well as during lunch on days in which she does not have lunch duty.   

Films:

Throughout the school year films or film clips will be used within the classroom. The films contain historical value and will be used to reinforce information discussed in class. There are no sexually explicit scenes in any of the movies, though some of the war movies may contain profanity and/or violence.

Following each film, or film clip, the student will complete a reflective paper, quiz or alternative activity. If you do not give your child permission to view the films, I will give him/her an alternative assignment.

Please read and sign the attached sheet listing the films that may be shown throughout the school year. 

Please detach this page and submit to Ms. Sweeney 

Student’s Name (print): __________________________________

Parent’s Name (print): ___________________________________

Films that may be shown include: 


1. The Patriot
(rated R)


7. Saving Private Ryan (rated R)

2. Glory (rated R)



8. The 60s (rated PG) 
 

3. Into the West (not rated)


9. Forest Gump (rated PG-13)
4. Far and Away (rated PG-13)

10. We Were Soldiers (rated R)
5. Tuskegee Airmen (rated PG-13)

11. Black Hawk Down (rated R)
6. Flyboys (rated PG-13)


12. Pearl Harbor (rated PG-13)



.  


 

Check one:

_____ I do give permission for my child to watch R rated films.  
_____ I do not give permission for my child to watch R rated films. 
____________________________________  


__________
Parent’s Signature




      

 Date

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the policies and procedures of Ms. Sweeney’s U.S. History class. In addition, please provide your most recent contact information. 

______________________________________________________________________________

 
      Parent Signature 





        Date 

______________________________________________________________________________

      E-mail Address 



                             Phone Number 

______________________________________________________________________________

 
     Student Signature 





        Date 
