Ridge View High School

American Studies
School Year 2010-2011
Jimmy Crosby

Contact Information:

Teacher:  Jimmy Crosby
Phone #/Voice Mail:  699-2999, Ext. 348

E-mail:  Jcrosby@richland2.org
Please feel free to contact me if you have a question or concern.  If you e-mail or leave a voice mail, I will contact you promptly.
I will use my school webpage extensively this year.  It will be used to post assignments and important information.  You access it by going to the school website at:

http://www.richland2.org/schools/rvh/

Course Description:  

In this course we will be exploring some of the main topics and concepts of American history.  This course is intended to prepare students for U.S. history.  Although we will cover some of the same topics as U.S. history, we may go into more or less detail depending on the topic.  Students, from time to time, will also be given the opportunity to choose topics of interest. We will utilize textbooks, primary documents, selected outside readings, the Internet, personal narratives, personal interviews, guest speakers, and selected motion pictures.

Pertinent Information: 
There will be ample opportunities for students to earn a good grade.  Enclosed in the syllabus is a list of activities and their point values.  Please examine them.  Each Friday I will give your student his/her grade.  They are encouraged to write it down and bring it home to you.  I also suggest parents utilize Parent Portal.  Parent Portal allows parents to monitor their student’s grades and attendance for all classes.  It is accessible through District Two’s webpage (www.richland2.org).  In order to use it, you must enroll in out guidance office.  Students will be expected to do their best work in order to meet the Academic Integrity policy of Richland District II.  It is also critical that each student attends school regularly.  Failure to follow State attendance policies will result in failure of the class.

I am available before and after if a student needs additional help.  I would ask that we make plans in advance so that everyone can plan accordingly.  Help is always available, if you ask.
Expectations:
I expect all students to follow class, school and district rules and policies.  In order for learning to occur, students must be ready and willing to work.  This means that you must bring your book, notebook and pen/pencil EVERYDAY.  Please do not tell me that you were not sure if you needed it.  I will not give passes to retrieve materials.  If a student fails to have their materials, they will lose their work ethic points for that day.  I expect each student to be an active participant in class activities- this means you must not talk, sleep, or work on other work.  I will give one warning before points are lost.  
I have two basic rules:  1.  Exhibit mature behavior at all times.  2.  Do what you are asked to do the first time you are asked.

Movies:

We will occasionally watch movies or excerpts to enhance learning.  A few of the movies are rated “R.”  Listed below are some of the movies we may watch.  If any of these movies are objectionable, the student may be excused from viewing without penalty.  An alternative assignment will be given.
The Patriot (R)

Gettysburg (PG)
Glory (R)
Far and Away (PG-13)
Flyboys (PG-13)
Tuskegee Airmen PG-13
Memphis Belle (PG-13)
Saving Private Ryan (R) (opening scene of D-Day landing only)

The Majestic (PG)
We Were Soldiers (R)

Materials Needed:

2 inch three-ring binder (no spiral notebooks, please), 1 pack of binder/subject dividers, 2 journal notebooks or single subject spiral notebooks, clear document pockets/sleeves
Scope and Sequence

Unit 1 (Standard USHC-1): The student will demonstrate an understanding of the

settlement of North America. 

Unit 2 (Standard USHC-2): The student will demonstrate an understanding of the establishment of the United States as a new nation.  
Unit 3 (Standard USHC-3): The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.  
Unit 4 (Standard USHC-4):
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the causes and the course of the Civil War and Reconstruction in America.   
Unit 5 (Standard USHC-5): The student will demonstrate an understanding of major

social, political, and economic developments that took place in the United States during

the second half of the nineteenth century.  

Unit 6 (Standard USHC-6): 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of foreign developments that contributed to the United States’ emergence as a world power in the twentieth century.  
Unit 7 (Standard USHC-7):  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the 

economic boom-and-bust in America in the 1920s and 1930s, its resultant political

instability, and the subsequent worldwide response.  

Unit 8 (Standard USHC-8):
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the impact of World War II on United States’ foreign and domestic policies.  
Unit 9 (Standard USHC-9):  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the

social, economic, and political events that impacted the United States during the Cold

War era.   

Unit 10 (Standard USHC-10): The student will demonstrate an understanding of developments in foreign policy and economics that have taken place in the United States since the fall of the Soviet Union and its satellite states in 1992.   
Assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

	Activity/Test/Project/Exam
	Value

	Tests 
	100 points each

	Weekly Work Ethic Grade
	10 points per week

	Daily Journal Entries
	15 points per week

	Notebook Checks 
	50 points each

	Immigration Project
	150 points

	Interview Project
	200 points

	Multi-Genre Research Project (2)
	100 points each

	Primary Document Readings
	25 points each

	Movie Viewing/Activities
	50 points each

	Electronic Scrapbook (10 units) 
	50 points each

	Short Quizzes
	10 points each

	Map Quizzes
	10 points each


Semester 1 = 40%, Semester 2 = 40%, End-of Course Exam = 20%
It is the responsibility of the student to coordinate make-up work.  Students are expected to turn in assignments the day they return.  Tests should be made up within one week.  Failure to make up will result in a zero. Teacher will review each situation individually.
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