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      Ellen Harrison

               699-2999 ext.410

                   eharriso@richland2.org

Dance Program Goals
· To provide every student with a positive and supportive environment in which s/he can succeed.

· To provide every student with a diverse and challenging program of study.

· To assist every student in gaining personal growth, high self-esteem, and an appreciation for the art of dance.

Note: I can easily accomplish these goals if every student works hard, respects her/himself and others, puts no limits on her/himself, and remembers that all classmates are important members of the Ridge View dance class.

Save the Date – Ridge View’s 1st Holiday Festival
We are very excited about this year’s holiday festival.  This will be performance collaboration with Band, Chorus, Dance Drama, and Orchestra.  This will event will be the Dance I final exam.  Each Ridge View dance student is expected to make themselves available for the following rehearsal and performance dates:

Saturday, December 4th 3:30 pm – Roll Call (dance studio), 4:00-6:00 pm  Dress Rehearsal (large gym)
Sunday, December 5th  5:00 pm – Roll Call, 6:00 pm – Performance
Dress rehearsal and performance are held in the large gym. The rehearsal will begin and end on time. All dancers are required to attend the dress rehearsal and performance. The rehearsal and performance will be graded. The grades will be averaged and will take the place of the final exam. A detailed scoring guide will be sent out before the rehearsal week.

Course Requirements

Participation In Class

Students are expected to participate fully in every aspect of the dance program. A daily grade of 5 points will be assigned based on three factors- dressing out, effort and progress.  If a student does not have the proper dress out clothing, chooses or can not participate they will be sent to A-1.  If you are sent to A-1 you will earn a zero for the day, except in the case of an illness and with a parent, doctors or nurse Johnson’s notes.
Specific requirements are as follows:

Dressing Out - Dancers are required to wear . . .

Girls – Solid Black Capri dance pants (no shorts), solid leotard or solid t-shirt without showing the midriff and bare feet.  No spaghetti strip shirts or camisoles.  School dress code applies in the dance studio.  Hair pulled back away from your face.  Boys – Solid T-shirt, gym pants and bare feet.  The dance dress code will be enforced September 7th.
Effort and Progress - Dancers will be evaluated daily on the basis of task commitment and progress. Task commitment is an essential component in the study of dance. Many people may have the ability and creativity to pursue excellence in dance; however, only those who are determined and dedicated will successfully achieve their goals. Having a positive attitude is also an important component in a dance program. Because dance often involves working on group projects, an atmosphere of cooperation and respect for others is essential. Establishing this kind of classroom environment will ensure that everyone will have fun in the process of learning.

Illness/ Injury – In the case of an extended illness or injury an alternate assignment will be 

assigned so the student can continue to progress.

Daily Grade Point Deductions – 

-1 point: Tardy from dressing out 

-1 point: Gum 

-2 or 3 points: Disruptive behavior (This includes excessive talking.)

-2 or 3 points: Not dancing up to potential

The teacher holds the right to add or subtract points.

Completion of Assignments

Students are required to complete all in-class and homework assignments. Students will be given three days to complete computer based assignments.  In the case of excused absences, homework assignments will be due on the student's first day back in school. The student is responsible for getting missed assignments from the teacher, and a reasonable amount of time will be given for making up the work. Late assignments will be subject to a grade penalty of five points per day. Assignments that have not been turned in by the end of the grading period will be assigned a grade of a zero.

Test/Projects

Written test will be given periodically based on notes and handouts from class. In-class review sessions will precede major test. In some cases, a project, research paper, or performance may serve in place of a test. 
Performance Requirements

Students are required to participate in all performances and attend all scheduled rehearsals. Students will be given a grade for the rehearsal and performance. The grades will be averaged and will take the place of the final exam. Failure to be present will result in the student’s being dismissed from the performance and will have a definite effect on her/his grade. Advance requests from parents will be taken into consideration, and schedule conflicts will be worked out to whatever extent possible. The further in advance that these conflicts are brought to the attention of the teacher, the greater the chance they will be resolved. Students who miss a rehearsal or performance without prior approval must supply a doctor’s excuse. 

Operating Principles and Consequences

Operating Principles

1. Understanding before decision making
2. Respectful and caring treatment of others beyond the expected
3. Empowerment with accountability
4. Expectation for excellence; intolerance for mediocrity
5. Commitment to continuous improvement
Consequences

First Offense: Warning and Student Conference

Second Offense: Phone Call

Third Offense: Discipline Referral

Note: In the case of behavior that results in serious disruption of class or harm to another person, the situation will be treated as a third offense.
Classroom Procedures

At The Beginning Of Class

On dancing days, I will meet you at the door for attendance, then you will have 5 minutes to dress-out. Once you are dressed for class, go to the dance floor and begin doing warm-up exercises quietly until class begins. 

On note-taking days, have a seat where you can see the Smart board, and take out writing materials.

Turning In Homework Assignments

Remembering to turn in homework assignments is the responsibility of the student. You will have 3 days to complete computer based assignments.  Your assignment will not be accepted late.  When returning from an absence, be sure to ask for any homework you have missed.
Grading Procedures

Nine-weeks and final grade will be based on a numerical average of three weighted components. Components and percentages are as follows:

· Psychomotor (Daily Grade/ Performance): 
                                   
  50% of the Nine-weeks grade

· Cognitive (Test/ Projects/ Choreography Assignments):         

  40% of the Nine-weeks grade
· Affective (Work ethic/ Safety/ Respect):




  10% of the Nine-weeks grade

· Final Exam 




  


  20% of Final grade

Five minutes will be given each Friday to calculate and record class average and attendance.

The students will be held to the Academic Integrity policy of Richland School District II.  It can be found on page five of the student agenda handbook.

Materials need for class:

Dress out (Dance) clothes 
Spiral Notebook to keep in classroom
Pen or Pencil

Content to be covered in dance class:

Week 1


Intro

Week 2/3

Anatomy/Technique
Week 4/5

Ballet
Week 6/7

Modern
Week 8/9

Intro to Choreography

Week 10


Choreography – Research

Week 11/12

Choreography – Project 

Week 13/14/15

Combine choreography for concert

Week 16

Clean choreography
Week 17

Performance etiquette

Week 18

Dance Concert
Week 19

World dancing

Week 20

Exams

Contact Information

Ellen Harrison

699-2999 ext.410
eharriso@richland2.org 

Note: the “n” is missing.
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· No items are to be left in large lockers after your Dance class or overnight.

· The dance locker rooms are for Dance students’ use only -- no access after school.
· The “varsity” locker rooms are for athletes' use after school -- no access during school.

· Make sure you use the restroom during changing times.

· Students will be allowed into the locker rooms during “changing times” only.
· If you have a problem with a locker or lock, tell the teacher immediately for handling during "changing time."
· Teachers have to begin teaching at the end of the 6-minute changing time.

· Do NOT use the bathroom stalls for changing.

· There are too many students who need to use the bathroom stalls.

· If you need extra privacy for changing, you may use the shower stalls to change.

· Students will NOT bring any personal items into PE class.  All items need to be locked up.
Ridge View faculty & staff are not responsible for lost and/or stolen items.

THINGS WILL BE TAKEN OR LOST if you leave your lock or locker open, leave belongings unsecured in the locker room, share your combination with ANYONE, share lockers with another student, etc…
DO NOT bring expensive or enticing belongings to school.
Please Print This Page                                                                                                                                                Dance I – Fall 2010
Sign and Return to Mrs. Harrison
I have received and read the requirements and procedures for dance.

Parent’s Signature: __________________________________  Date: _______

Student’s Signature: _________________________________  Date: _______

Parent’s e-mail address: ___________________________________________

Return for 5 point daily grade.

No items are to be left in large lockers after your PE class or overnight.


The PE locker rooms are for PE students’ use only.


There is NO access after classes.


Athletes should use the “varsity” locker rooms.


The “varsity” locker rooms are for athletes only.


There is no access during the school day.


Make sure you use the restroom during changing times.


Students will only be allowed into the locker rooms during “changing times.”


If you have a problem with a locker, tell the teacher immediately.


Do not wait until you’ve come back to class “tardy” to tell the teacher about a problem.


Do NOT use the bathroom stalls for changing.


There are too many students who need to use the bathroom stalls.


If you need extra privacy for changing, you may use the shower stalls to change.


The locker rooms will be locked outside of your 6-minute “changing times.”


Students will NOT bring any personal possessions into PE class.  All items need to be locked up.





LOCKERS


You are permitted entrance to the locker rooms during changing times only (beginning of class and end of class)


You will be issued one small locker for overnight use.  


The large lockers are shared by students of different classes for use during class only.


Beginning of class: move all of your belongings into your large locker.


Move your lock from your small locker to your large locker, and LOCK it.


End of class: move your overnight things and lock back to your small locker, and LOCK it.





Note:


NO items will be left out or unlocked – NONE!  If your book bag is too wide, remove some books and make it fit.


Do NOT share your combination with anyone, not even your best friend.


Do NOT share lockers with other students.  The teachers are not able to access another student’s locker to let you get your things.


Make sure no one is looking over while you enter your combination.


When you lock up, turn the dial of your lock and give it a tug to make sure it is securely locked.





For example:


If you are issued locker “B”


During “changing time” at the beginning of class, you will put all of your things into “E” and move the lock from “B” to “E.”


During “changing time” at the end of class, you will put all of your overnight things back into “B” and move the lock from “E” to “B” and lock it.








