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COURSE DESCRIPTION: World Geography is based on the study of physical, human, and regional geography.  Students will be able to apply Geography’s Five Themes to everyday life as well as use maps and other graphic representations to study, analyze and solve geographic problems and issues on a local and global level. Students will be able to understand the impact of human migration on physical and human systems as well as the impact of culture on human’s way of life.  Course requirements may include parallel reading, projects and writing assignments.  World Geography will follow the South Carolina High School Core Course Curriculum Standards.  

CLASS PROCEDURES
· You are expected to come to class ready to work.  That means having homework ready, book out, pencil, paper, notebook ready, etc. You must bring a pencil on test days.  If you have to borrow a pencil from me, it will be -5 points on your test and loss of curve.   

· You will receive a daily grade.  Each student will receive a 100 on a test grade to begin the 9 weeks.  Doing things you aren’t supposed to or not doing things you are supposed to do will result in a “daily zero. ** (See consequences)

· You may leave the class to go to the bathroom; however, you must use the stamped index card bathroom passes given to you at the beginning of the semester. Whatever passes you don’t use will be credited towards your grade.  If you lose your pass you will not be given a new one.  Any time you leave class without using your pass, such as if you lose or use up your free passes, you will be deducted double from your daily grade..  You will not be allowed to leave class to go get your pass.  It would be a good idea to keep your pass stapled to your agenda book.  

· You are not to leave your seat until the bell rings. No hoarding at the door.

· Only bottled water will be allowed in class.  NO FOOD OR OTHER DRINKS WILL BE ALLOWED.  ALL FOOD/DRINKS OUT WILL BE TAKEN AND NOT RETURNED.  Violation may result in a discipline referral.

· Do not enter class with a hat or hood on.  Hats will be taken and only given back to parents.  The dress code outlined by Richland School District Two will be enforced.
· All book bags and/or purses must be placed on floor.
**CONSEQUENCES **
When a rule or procedure is broken in class the following steps will be taken to solve the problem (in addition to parent phone calls):

· Verbal warning (depending on severity of student action) 

· Write up discipline referral. 

· All behavioral problems will be recorded.  If problem continues, your parents will once again be notified and a possible conference will be set up. 

**Three daily zeros may result in loss of drop grades, curves, and/or bonuses.  Each zero will result in -5 points from your daily grade.  It is the teacher's discretion to skip any of the rules' procedures based on severity of violation** 

· I recommend that you purchase a three-ring binder notebook with loose-leaf paper and pens & pencils.  Please let me know if you need additional help.  There may be a notebook check at the end of the semester. 

CHEATING

Cheating will absolutely not be tolerated.  I will stringently follow Richland School District II cheating/ethics policy which is stated in the student handbook.  Any students caught cheating on tests, papers, or homework (in addition to disciplinary measures) forfeits the privilege of any additional help such as extra credit, curves, drop grades, bonuses, open note/book tests, etc.  Cheating includes, but is not limited to: copying another students work before it has been graded, allowing another students to copy your work, plagiarism, using any unauthorized sources, discussing test questions with other students when you have taken a test and they have not, cheat sheets, etc.  If you are not sure if something falls into this category, please ask me.

GRADING/END OF YEAR/SEMESTER INFORMATION

You will be given numerous opportunities to earn extra points.  At the end of the year, if you do not have at least a B homework average and daily grade, you will not be allowed to make up credit.  Do not even ask.  I feel that is not fair to students who participate and do their homework on a regular basis.

Students will receive grade/attendance updates on Fridays.  Students are expected to record their grades in their agenda books to show parents on a regular basis.

The grading scale to be used for this class will be: A = 100-93; B = 92-85; C = 84-77; D = 76-70; and F = 69-0.  Interim reports will be sent home every 3 weeks, and a quarter grade will be sent home every 9 weeks.  Students will also be informed of their current average in class and total absences for them to record every Friday.  To log onto Parent Portal:  https://parents.richland2.org/SignIn.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fDefault.aspx or go to  www.richland2.org and navigating through the parents section.  Please log onto http://www.rvh.richland2.org/~csussman/ to get class notes, homework, syllabus, rules, and other valuable class information.
STUDENTS & PARENTS: It is extremely important to have a valid email address.  I email students and parents their homework assignment, the next day’s class work, class notes, quiz/test reminders, unit schedules, and much more additional information.  It is very important for the students to continuously monitor their email.  The failure to monitor email will not be an acceptable excuse for the failure to turn in homework and class work.
The following percentages will be used to calculate each student’s grade for each quarter: 

Tests & Quizzes (quizzes will be added up to equal 1+ tests)/Papers/Projects/ = 70%  

Class work/Homework/Participation = 30%


Semester grades will be calculated as follows: Quarter Grades (40% each) and Semester Exam (20%).   
MAKE UP POLICY
· Homework is usually checked in class (but not always), so make sure you keep up with your notebook.  I suggest writing all homework in you agenda book.  You will only be able to make up work if you turn in a blue slip within 3 days.  Your made up work is due 1 day after you get back.  It is your responsibility to get make-up assignments when you miss class.  I will not track you down and remind you to make up work.  

· If you miss a test, you will take a separate make-up test.  You will not take the same test as the rest of the class.  If you fail to make it up by the allotted time given, a zero will be recorded in the grade book.  If you are locked out the day of a test, you may be called down from the lock-out room and take the test, while still being assessed a tardy or absence (depending on how late you were to lockout.) 

· Homework will not be accepted late unless you have cleared it with me beforehand and have a viable reason.  If you were in "lockout" you are responsible for getting your missed assignments THE SAME DAY. 

 TUTORING:  Tutoring is available upon request to any student.  Contact me to schedule a convenient time.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
All rules listed in your student handbook will be enforced.  This includes dress code violations and cheating/plagiarism.  

ALL STUDENTS WILL BE HELD TO THE ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY OF RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT TWO.   (See Student Handbook)   Classroom rules may be modified during the course of the semester. 

EXPECTATIONS

I expect every one of my students to come to class ready and prepared to work. I expect you to pay attention and follow instructions.  I expect you to ask questions and to be able to answer questions.  I expect you to ask for assistance, at any time, when it is needed.  If you or your parents have concerns or questions they can reach me at Ridge View High School at 699-2999 x. 604 or at csussman@richland2.org. This is a contract for the length of the year. 
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                ___________________________       
 __________________________ 
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___________________________
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 Parent Contact #’s  Home: __________________   
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 Email Address: _______________________
___ If my son/daughter plays a sport at Ridge View, please refrain from including his/her coach in my child’s academic and/or classroom behavioral problems. (Failure to check will result in student’s coach being notified of any problems)
