Fertile Crescent – curved land and rich in soil (Iraq, Syria, Turkey)  Tigris & Euphrates River flow SE to Persian Gulf.  It flooded Mesopotamia yearly and left behind silt (thick mud bed).  Wheat and barley grew which allowed villages to grow.

Sumerian Empire 3000 BC – One of first groups to for a civilization.

1) Advanced Cities
     2) Specialized Workers    3) Complex Institutions   4) Record Keeping   5) Advanced Technology

Formed cities (surrounded by crops) and city-states (had own govts and rulers

Center of City-State were ziggurats (Temples and city halls)  Priests appealed to G-ds.  Govts were controlled by temple priests.  Success of crops depended upon blessings of G-ds.  (priest were considered g0-betweens)

During war, priests gave way to a tough fighter who would lead.  Originally power ended as soon as was ended but eventually he became full-time military commanders.  Success of crops allowed Sumerians to increase trade by exchanging food for items they needed.

Sumerians gave ideas to other cultures such as living in cities.  They absorbed from other cultures such as religious beliefs (cultural diffusion)

Polytheism – belief in many G-ds.  Sumer had 3000 G-ds.  They built Ziggurats to keep G-ds happy and sacrificed animals, food, and wine.

Social Classes – 1) Priests & Kings  2) Wealthy merchants  3) workers   4) slaves (slaves of war and slaves from debt.  Parents sold children into slavery to pay debts)

Patriarchal society – man rules.  Men could sell wife and/or kids into slaver to pay his debts.

Sumerian Women had rights, worked own land. had priesthood, girls could go to school.

Science – invented wheels, sail, and plow.  1st to use bronze.  1st writing (cuneiform).  1st maps (made on clay tablets 2300 bc.  Astronomy.  Chemistry, symptoms for diseases.  Math, Geometry, 60 sec = 1 minute.  360 degree = circle, arches, columns, ramps

3000 – 2000 bc.  City-states were at war and weakened each other which allowed others to attack.

Babylonian Empire (during Egypt)

Reached peak during Hammurabi (1792 – 1750 bc)

Code of Laws.  Reorganized that a single uniform law code would unify diverse groups within an empire.  282 specific

laws.  Many related to property (people were merchants and traders).  Set different punishments for rich/poor and men/women.  Based on principle of retaliation.  Enforced principle that govt was responsible for society.

