Greece Notes
You need to know this information.  However, if you are using this test as your “Open Note” test, these MUST be copied into your own handwriting.  Using a printout will result in forfeiture of the test and having to take a separate make-up test.

Geography – Mountainous into Mediterranean Sea.  Hundreds of Islands in the Sea.

Sea – Sea is to Greece as the Nile River is to Egypt.  No place is more than 85 miles to the coast.  Sea provides transportation, protection, and trade.  Trade was important b/c they were poor in natural resources.

Land – Rugged mountains were ¾ of the land.  Influenced politics b/c Greece couldn’t unite.  Developed small independent communities within Greek Valleys.  People were loyal to local communities, not the Greece itself.  Land made the travel difficult.  Ex. Sparta was 60 miles from Olympia but it took 7 days on land to get there.  Only 20% of the land was arable (suitable for farming).  Land was unable to support a large population.  That led to need to colonize.  Land could only grow grains, grapes, and olives.

People – Mycenaeans were the earliest Greeks.  Centered around royal fortress on a hill called acropolis.  Nobles lived outside.  They conquered the Minoans in 1400’s BC.  They lived in a palace with labyrinths.  (mazes for protection)  Palace had Bards (singing storytellers)

Sir Athur Evans was a British archaeologist who found the Minoan civilization in 1900.

Minoans – Women had high status.  More G-ddesses than G-ds.  Sea traders.  Collapsed from tidal waves and from Mycenaeans, a group from mainland Greece.

Mycenaeans – centered around a royal fortress on a hill.   Nobles lived outside.  Palaces served as Government and production center.  By mid-1400 BC, Mycenaeans conquered Minoans and fighting destroyed the fortresses.

Trojan War – (MYCENAEANS VS. TROY) 10 years.  Greek army seized Troy in Anatolia b/c a Trojan youth had kidnapped Helen, the wife of a Greek king.  1200 BC was on the Mycenaeans last campaigns.  Mycenaeans WON.

Dorians – Greek culture declined shortly after the Trojan War.  Less advanced than Mycenaeans.  Lost art of writing.  No records were kept for 400 years.  They overrode mainland Greece with iron weapons.   GREEK DARK AGES for 300 years.  Trade stopped.  Poverty increased.  Lost skills such as writing.

Homer – Wrote epics, which were narrative poems celebrating heroic deeds.  Illiad & Oddysey.

Myths – Traditional stories about G-ds.  Sought to understand the mysteries of nature and power of human passions.  Attached human qualitites to G-ds such as anger, love, hate.  Zeues was the ruler of all g-ds.

Sparta
Military.  Descendants of the Dorian invaders or dark age founded Sparta.  Located at Peloponnesus (peninsula in S. Greece)  Economy was based on Agriculture.  Instead of overseas colonies, Spartans invaded other city-states.  Sparta owned Slaves called HELOTS.  

650 BC Helots revolted.  Took Spartans 30 years to put down revolt.  Decided only way to maintain power was to establish a military society.

Spartan life centered around the military.  Goal was to raise soldiers.  Sick children were left on a hill to die.  Age 7 – boys begin to train  Age 30 – marriage Age 60 - retire

Women – Healthy.  Trained in boxing, wrestling, gymnastics.  Married at 19 (5 years later than other Greeks.)  This increased likelihood children would be healthy.

More personal freedoms 

· shopping in marketplace

· attend dinners

· owned property

· express opinions on public issues.

COULD NOT TAKE SEAT IN GOVERNMENT

Spartan Government:

Spartan kings had very little power. 

Assembly – all male citizens over the age of 30 passed laws and made decisions.  Assembly elected 5 overseers, ephors to administer public affairs.

Council of Elders – 28 men over age 60 proposed laws to the assembly and served as a Supreme Court.

Militarism: Controlled over 250 years.  Suspicious of new ideas, they lagged behind other Greek city-states in economic development.  

Used heavy iron bars for money to discourage trade.  Shunned philosophy, science, and art.

Exceptional athletes and soldiers.

ATHENS
NE of Peloponnesus on Attica.

Descendants of Mycenaeans.  Named after G-ddess Athena.  Expanded citizenship to cover more people.  

By 507 BC, constitution (plan of government) stated that all free Athenian born men could participate in the Assembly.  This reduced much friction between the social classes.

Draco (LAW) – 1st of 4 leaders

Issued an improved Code of Law.

Harsh penalties.  Even minor offenses were punishable by death.

Solon (Economics) – cancelled all debts to improve economy.  Freed debtors from slavery.

Limited how much land someone could own.  Promoted trade.  Allowed citizens of all classes to participate in politics.  Council of 400 was established to draft measures that went to assembly for approval.

Peisistratus: (Land)

Divided large estates among landless farmers.  Provided poor with loans and put them to work building Temples and other public works.  Extended citizenship to m en who didn’t own land

Cleisthenes: (Government) 

Established democracy.  Assembly got increased power.  Guaranteed freedom of speech.  All citizens could belong to an assembly.  Assembly served as Supreme Court and appointed generals to run military.  Ended all local rivalries.

Council of 500 carried out daily government business.  Each year in lottery, Athenian citizens choose members of Council.  Elections would favor rich.  Recognized Athenian government needed structure.  Set up jury system.  

Ostracism – 6,000 votes and exciled.

Non-Citizens (women, foreign born males, slaves) were excluded  

Athenian Education: 

Depended on social and economic status.  Girls didn’t receive formal education.  Private tutors educated rich boys.  Boys entered school at age 7 and graduated at age 18.  Students learned Epic and Odyssey by heart.  

School consisted of Math, Geometry, Drawing, Music.  Gymnastics was taught in the afternoon.

When teenagers, they took rhetoric (public speaking). They did this because lawyers didn’t represent participants in court.

When 18, males served 2 years of military service.  Before they left, they swore an oath.
